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Territorial Acknowledgement 
Oki, I acknowledge and honour the traditional territories of the people of the Treaty 7 
region in Southern Alberta, which includes the Blackfoot Confederacy (comprising the 
Siksika, Piikani, and Kainai First Nations), the Tsuut’ina First Nation and the Stoney 
Nakoda (including the Chiniki, Bearspaw, and Wesley First Nations). The City of 
Lethbridge is also part of the Métis Nation of Alberta, Region III. The Blackfoot name of 
the University of Lethbridge is Iniskim, meaning Sacred Buffalo Stone. Thank you for 
the privilege of working, learning, and living in this place. I am grateful and I am 
committed to doing my part in responding to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's 94 Calls to Action in my day-to-day life. I’d like to further acknowledge 
that June is National Indigenous History Month.  
 
Adapted from: https://www.ucalgary.ca/indigenous/cultural-protocol and 
https://www.uleth.ca/sites/default/files/2019/08/final_territorial_statements_june_201
9.pdf 
 
Comments 
This month has certainly been more busy than the last and I am now in the midst of 
several major projects, including Fresh Fest, revamping club operations, and 
expanding online programming. It has been rewarding, but also tiring to try to find the 
best solutions in situations that have never come up before. I am learning to strike a 
better work-life balance and delegate tasks better so that I can work sustainably over 
the next several months.  
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Fresh Fest 
After several meetings, the Fresh Fest Committee has decided on our vision for a 
virtual Fresh Fest 2020. Our primary objective is to target new incoming students and 
provide them an experience that connects them with the University of Lethbridge 
community.  
 
While Fresh Fest activities have and always will be welcoming to all students, this 
focus on new incoming students was deemed the most important. For many current 
students, Fresh Fest was their introduction to the university, allowing them to make 
new friends and kickoff the year. In this world of online classes, it is more important 
than ever that students have an opportunity to connect with others and build up a 
support network that is vital to their long-term success. While Fresh Fest traditionally 
is focused on social activities, it is our goal this year to provide a diverse array of 
social and educational activities throughout the first week of classes. The overall cost 
of Fresh Fest will be lower this year and money will be saved for the second semester 
in the hopes of hosting a larger Last Class Bash. Stay tuned for more details about 
Fresh Fest 2020 activities!  
 
Clubs 
While there is still a lot of uncertainty around the operation of clubs for the Fall, I have 
initiated a few changes to hopefully support the long-term sustainability of clubs for 
this year and beyond. First of all, a Club Operations survey was sent out to our Clubs 
mailing list to gather feedback.  The comments indicated the need for the Students’ 
Union to offer relevant clubs training, evaluate how Clubs’ Council functions, and 
provide resources for clubs to be successful in an online format. In response, I have 
been setting up regular meetings with other SU staff to discuss these topics. I 
identified that the SU’s current approach is fragmentary, in the sense that there are 
multiple SU staff that are each responsible for a component of club operations. It is 
my intention to ratify a “Clubs Committee” as an internal standing committee for 
future years so that there is a coordinated effort among SU staff to support clubs.  
 
For the meantime, club training is being developed and is intended to be delivered in 
September. The intention for Clubs’ Council is to use that time effectively and give 
clubs a relevant reason to be there, rather than being a bureaucratic chore.  There 
will be a number of upgrades and changes to the Clubs section of the SU website, 
including the ability for clubs to upload videos, to search clubs by category rather 
than just alphabetically, and a built-in registration form for students to directly 
sign-up for any club. These website upgrades are intended as a component of a 
virtual Clubs Week, where clubs can upload videos about what their club does. More 
resources are currently being developed and will be communicated to clubs 
throughout the summer. 
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Online Programming 
Online programming has expanded to become a regular weekly occurrence. 
Programming has included bingo hosted by our VP Academic, Liam Connel, where 
students can win $25 e-gift cards for winning a game. I have partnered with Kirsten 
from the U of L Art Gallery who runs Sketch Sesh, a casual session of doodling and 
drawing games. Most recently, our Residence Representative, Mark Serebryansky, 
hosted a cooking livestream called Sizzlin’ with Serebryansky. Every week also 
features a week-long poll on our social media where students can submit their 
responses to be entered into another gift card draw. These polls have included “Show 
and Tail” where people submit pictures of their pets, and questions like: “What’s your 
favourite place in Lethbridge?” I am currently still exploring more opportunities to 
collaborate with other campus departments and our General Assembly members to 
host more innovative programming. 

 
COCA 
Our Students’ Union is a member of COCA, which is the Canadian Organization of 
Campus Activities. It connects campus event coordinators, campus club 
administrators, and student union marketing managers from across the nation. 
Carrying over from May, I have still been attending training and roundtable 
discussions about clubs, programming, and marketing. It has been helpful to see how 
other institutions structure their club training and what sort of online programming 
they have been doing. I have been in conversation with several other VP Student 
Affairs across Canada to share ideas and work together on the collective challenges 
that we’re facing in our roles. 
 
Pride Centre 
I have met with a few members of the Pride Centre working group who were trying to 
get the Pride Centre up and running again this past academic year. I heard concerns 
both about the Students’ Union and the university as a whole needing to take more 
actionable steps to truly create an environment where queer students feel like they 
belong. In response, I have taken these suggestions to heart and will do what I can in 
my SU position to advance meaningful changes, and pursue opportunities to 
educate myself more. It is a priority for me to help the Pride Centre run again, even if 
there are additional challenges due to limited access to campus in the Fall. 
 
Student Support Working Group and University Updates 
In late April, the Provost’s Task Force on Online Teaching and Learning was struck up 
with the purpose of providing recommendations about how to proceed with summer 
and Fall classes. Multiple working groups were struck up and consisted of staff, 
faculty, and students working together. I sit on the Student Support Working Group, 
and also on two subgroups: “Successful Online Learning” and “Online Support Services 
and Strong Community.” For Successful Online Learning, there will be a second round 
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of online learning success workshops hosted by Jaime Morasch, the Peer Learning 
Coordinator with the Student Success Centre. The sign up can be found here and you 
can still book individual Study Skills sessions too 
(https://www.uleth.ca/student-success-centre/study-skills). In the area of Online 
Support Services and Strong Community, there has been discussions about New 
Student Orientation and bringing back Goosechase, a digital scavenger hunt app 
that has been used for the two previous years.  
 
The Student Support Working Group forwards its recommendations to the Emergency 
Operations Centre (EOC), which decides what to prioritize. For example, the EOC 
prioritized a June 15 announcement to determine which classes will be offered 
in-person, cancelled, or online. The EOC has now been replaced by the Relaunch 
Coordination Committee (RCC) to move away from an emergency mindset, and 
Deans are now authorized to help with campus access procedures in their Faculties. 
The current priority is to ease restrictions on campus access for Faculty for teaching 
preparation and/or research. The highest concern for the university is health and 
safety, and the last thing they would want is an outbreak on campus. Therefore, any 
decisions are being made very cautiously. 
 
I represented the SU at three Town Halls (see for recordings: 
https://www.uleth.ca/ross/fall-2020-update-faq-students). Many questions focused 
around campus access for various purposes, such as sports and recreation, club 
activities, practice rooms, accessing instruments, recording studios and so on. Things 
are still proceeding slowly and I would encourage you to check the FAQ linked above 
and to contact the relevant people in your Faculty for specific questions. 
 
Committee Meetings Attended 

● Student Awards Committee - June 1 
● Indigenous Relations Committee - June 1  
● Subgroup - Online Learning Success - June 3 
● Subgroup - Online Support Services and Strong Community - June 4 and 16 
● Ahead of the Herd Live Panel - June 6 
● Student Experience Transcript Committee - June 9 
● Student Town Halls - June 17 and 18 
● Student Support Working Group - June 19 and 26 
● CKXU Board of Directors - June 18 

 
These are some of the meetings that I have attended to represent the student voice. 
If you have any questions or want to chat more about this report, please send me an 
email!  
 
With gratitude, 
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Richard Lee-Thai  
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